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Collective Worship Policy

Aims

· As a Church of England school we have a particular responsibility to ensure that the act of worship is based on Christian principles and reflects the Christian ethos and values of the school. We promote an understanding of the Christian Faith and its underlying principles, and provide opportunities to praise God through hymns, prayers and a time for reflection

· We recognise that the daily act of worship is probably the only collective religious experience that the majority of children in the school will have. It is therefore our duty to make it as interesting, stimulating and thought provoking as possible and to make it an experience to be enjoyed by everyone.

· We respect the faith stance of individual pupils and families, and are sensitive to those who come from other religious backgrounds or are of no faith. We aim to nurture respect and the appreciation of every individual, recognising that faith is important to individuals, families, communities and cultures. We celebrate festivals in the Christian calendar and seek to develop an understanding that other religions have special festivals.
· We aim to nurture reverence and to explore and promote spiritual, as well as social and moral, development.

· Through our time together, we strive to be a community based on shared values, positive attitudes, mutual trust and support for one another; celebrating success together.

Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from assembly without giving a reason. However, this is strongly discouraged because each assembly is a focal point in the life of the school - the one occasion when the whole school family comes together. It is a time of worship, but also an opportunity for spiritual, moral, social and cultural education.
It is important that all members of staff should attend the school assembly where possible. Sharing together in worship contributes to the development of a whole school ethos and promotes Christian values.
Organisation
	Monday
	Whole school led by Headteacher

	Tuesday
	St James Parish ministry team

	Wednesday
	Singing Together

	Thursday
	Celebration Assembly

	Friday
	KS1 and KS2 separate assemblies


Foundation Stage children will have daily worship and reflection time together during the first half term and gradually be introduced to infant assemblies as they become confident and ready.
Visitors are also invited to lead the act of worship.

Practice

Collective worship will:

· Be acceptable to the whole community, staff and pupils.
· Include a variety of elements at different times, but usually include a hymn or chorus, a story or drama and Christian prayers.  Sometimes the story will be from the Bible, at other times it will be a modern story illustrating a theme.
· Involve the pupils – aiming to be as interactive as possible, at the very least through the singing of hymns, listening to the story and prayers, and attempting to answer any questions they may be asked.  Where possible, they will be given opportunities to reflect individually on spiritual issues.
· Will usually be a cross-curricular celebration of the children and their work when it is a class assembly.
· Start and finish in a respectful manner with music played in order to create an appropriate atmosphere for the act of worship.

Themes

The theme will be chosen by the person leading the act of worship. Our Values of Love, Resect and Unity often provide a starting point. The church year and other major festivals also provide stimuli. 
Other themes may be:

· linked to classroom topics

· matters or events of current interest 

· a common theme will be developed over several assemblies, either by one leader or with each of the leaders contributing (e.g. The Lord’s Prayer; the Bible, the Olympics).

The terms of the school year all provide a range of themes:
Autumn Term 
The school family
New beginnings
Autumn

Harvest:  thanksgiving / sharing

Advent & Christmas
Christingle - light
Special Days:-

St Matthew - 21 Sept

St Michael & All Angels - 29 Sept

St Luke - 18 Oct

St Simon & St Jude - 28 Oct

All Saints - 1st Nov

Remembrance Sunday

St Andrew - 30 Nov

Spring Term 

New Year

Epiphany

Lord’s Prayer
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Spring

Ash Wednesday & Lent

Holy Week & Easter

Special Days:-

Conversion of St Paul - 25 Jan

Candlemas - 2 Feb

St Valentine - 14 Feb

St David - 1 Mar

Commonwealth Day

Mothering Sunday

St Patrick - 17 Mar

Summer Term
Easter

Ascension Day

Pentecost

Trinity

The Eucharist

Summer

Moving on - Life as a Journey

Special Days:-
St George - 23 Apr

St Mark - 25 Apr

(St John - 27 Dec)

St Philip & St James - 1 May

St Matthias - 14 May

St Barnabas - 11 Jun

St Alban - 22 Jun

St Peter - 29 Jun

St Thomas - 3 July

St James – 25 July

Above all, the theme chosen for each assembly will be relevant and one which the leader is able to address with conviction and enthusiasm.

Special Services

Termly services are held at Saint James Church. In December the juniors celebrate Christmas with an evening carol service to which parents are invited. At Easter a whole school Easter Service is held and in July a special service of Thanksgiving for the year is held which the whole school attends. Unfortunately there is not sufficient room at church to be able to invite parents to these two services.
Year 6 Leavers’ Services take place at Guildford Cathedral in July. 

Our Harvest Assembly in school includes the collection and distribution of gifts among the local community.
Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

A record is kept of acts of worship which are held in school.  This is available to parents on request.

Reviewed - February 2019[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
St James CE Primary School – Collective Worship Policy 

[image: image4.jpg]