
Welcome to our 
Phonics Information Meeting



Phonics and Early Reading

Part 1 – information about how we teach 
phonics

Part 2 – information about how we teach 
reading

Part 3 – supporting at home



• It is a way of teaching children how to read and write.
• It helps children hear, identify and use different sounds 

that distinguish one word from another in the English 
language

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It sounds complicated but it really isn’t!




Did you know?
The English language has:-

• 26 letters

• 44 sounds

• Over 100 different ways to spell
those sounds



The journey to independent reading and writing begins with 
Phonics

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

Why Little Wandle?  
Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency.
Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a detailed, thorough and systematic 
approach.
Engaging resources without distracting from the learning.
Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children requiring extra help 
Useful support for parents.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Government changes mean a change (for the better) in how we teach phonics and reading at school   - make sure there is consistency throughout
Early reading is the stage where children are learning to become fluent readers through the use of phonics




How we teach phonics
Daily short sessions

Synthetic phonics

Specific order of teaching

Repeated practice

m-u-s-t

Practice makes
permanent

Visit the website for the correct pronunciation and information on blending  
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents

Revisit previously 
taught sounds at
start of each lesson

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching where words are broken up into the smallest units of sound (phonemes). Children learn to make connections between the letters of written texts (graphemes, or letter symbols) and the sounds of spoken language. We usually teach four new sounds a week and have a review lesson on a Friday. You will get a list of the sounds that we are learning to have at home. This will help you with formation and pronunciation.  


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents


You may hear your children say….
-phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading 
by developing awareness of the sounds in words and the 
corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.
phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language. 
-grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than 
one way to spell a phoneme. E.g-the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in 
each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’. 
-blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, 
e.g. 
‘f – r – o – g, frog’ 
-segmenting – Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell 
them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’
-Digraph- 2 letters making one sound 
-Trigraph- 3 letters making one sound



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are specific resources for the Little Wandle Programme which the children will be very familiar with. 
Phonemes taught in order. start to read words asap  
LW has a picture mnemonic  to help children remember the phoneme/grapheme  like the astronaut



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Early digraphs  mostly consonant digraphs – 2 letters 1 sound



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vowel digraphs taught with a short phrase like boing-boing for ‘oi’. This helps the children recognise and remember the graphemes. 
Also trigraphs igh, air



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During phonics lessons we use Sound buttons so we can sound talk and blend to read.
Every time we teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics lesson that contain that new sound so that the children practise what they have learned. We then go on to reading a sentence containing some of those words. We have displays in the classroom and on the tables to support the children throughout the day. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Digraphs have dash to sound talk and blend



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Words that do not follow the rules and cannot be decoded – tricky words/  exception words 
Chn are taught what part of the word is tricky



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an example of what the children learn in Year 1.

Children learn that there are graphemes that can have different sounds and sounds that can be made with different letters. 

Use the backs and fronts of Phase 5 cards to show ‘ea’ and ‘ow’.




Can you think of all the different 
ways to write the phoneme sh:



Did you get them all?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Model the process on a flipchart for the parents to see.




Reading
We want children to
love reading

Reading should be 
enjoyable

We want children to read 
for pleasure and be life 
long readers

Learning to read should be
a positive experience

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 
and clearly impacts on their achievement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We all know how important learning to read is and the impact it has on a child’s success  - it has to be a positive experience
What’s the reality?  Reluctant to read because they find it hard
Frustration  stress   tears – is just the parents????
Important to look at the big long term picture



How we are going to 
teach reading

Reading practice sessions are :

Timetabled 3 times a week

Taught by trained teacher or
teaching assistant

Taught in small groups

Books are :

Matched to children’s
secure phonic 
knowledge 
and word reading

Read three times

Children will be assigned 
this book online so they 
can ‘show off’ to you

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quite a big difference to how reading was previously taught



Reading Practice Books carefully matched so children can read 
fluently and independently

3 Reads – each one begins with some quick sounds and words practice

1. Decoding

2.   Prosody

3.   Comprehension

When children read these to you they should be 95% fluent.
Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book  they have had before
helps develop fluency – this is the goal. 

Celebrate their success!!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The children read the same book three times in a week. The first time we work on decoding (sounding out) the words, the second time we work on prosody which is reading with expression – making the book sound more interesting with our story-teller voice or our David Attenborough voice – and the third time we look at comprehension. We read the books three times at school because we want to develop the fluency. The more they see words the more they begin to read them automatically without having to sound them out.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We assess your child every six weeks to check progress. Any child who needs extra support has daily keep-up sessions planned for them.
These books only have sounds that the children are secure in.





Children will also bring home a ‘reading for pleasure book’ 
(Colour banded book) from our class library.They may change 
these books themselves as often as they like.

Children may not be able to read this book independently but 
offer an opportunity for a collaborative read. These books offer 
a wealth of opportunities for talking about the pictures and 
enjoying the story or information text.

Children will continue to visit the Library each week and choose 
a book they are interested in. This book is SO important. This is 
how we are going to give them the WILL to read. Please read 
with your child as often as you can – at least once a day if 
possible.

Supporting at home
Reading for pleasure books

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opportunity to share stories, meet familiar characters and be introduced to more complex sounds and language. 



What else can parents do?
Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for parents

Support children in learning the alphabetic code

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate and 
praise all the way!

Share books with your children for pleasure

To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for 
pleasure, enjoy book togethers and foster a love of reading





Thank you for joining us

If you have any questions please email 
Mrs Dodd via the office.
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